
A couple of weeks of stalemate over 
the futures of ‘our brave boys and 
girls’ would just do nicely. The 
longer the temperature could be 
ratcheted up the better. With possible 
trials, and the inevitable miscar-
riages of justice (we all know there is 
no such thing as a fair trial outside 
our courts). The certainty that they 
would all be mistreated and kept in 
the most inhumane conditions would 
simply confirm what the government 
has wanted us to think for years. 

ÒTHESE IRANIANS ARE 
REALLY BAD PEOPLEÓ. Add into 
the mix their nuclear ambitions 
which are obviously for malevolent 
ends (see all previous points to prove 
that). While being sure not to fall for 
the ridiculous notion that America’s 
sabre rattling and imperialistic am-
bition just might be forcing Iran 
down this very path of a nuclear 
attack/defence capability. Who could 
fail to be alarmed by the messages 
coming loud and clear from the likes 
of Senator Lieberman talking about 
the need for ‘aggressive military ac-
tion’ or Richard Perle talking openly 
about bombing Iranian cities. These 
threats are being taken seriously 
enough for the Kuwaiti foreign sec-
retary to feel the need to ‘flag up’ his 
country’s opposition to such a course 
of action, and rule out any such at-
tacks emanating from bases in Ku-
wait (coincidentally the US is up-
grading their air capability from 
Kurdistan).

Compounding this already 
tense situation the faint glimmer of 
hope that after Bush’s reign at the 
Whitehouse is over, possibly a more 
enlightened Presidency may take 
over has been well and truly snuffed 
out by the comments of the presiden-

tial hopefuls. Each is trying to ‘outdo  the 
other as a suitable ‘Keeper of the Flame’ 
for the (American) New World Order. 
Barack Obama pointedly refused to take 
military action off the table. Hillary 
Clinton talked of Iran’s ‘malevolent in-
fluence’ in the region. Pots and Kettles 
again spring to mind! Swooping impres-
sively ‘hawk like’ to up the anti even fur-
ther was Rudy Giuliani. He talked about 
‘dealing’ with Iran, hoping that “it could 
be done using conventional weapons, but 
you can’t rule anything out”. ( and they 
wonder why Iran might feel the need to 
acquire a nuclear capability!) 

All these factors point to the 
‘inevitable requirement’ for further ac-
tion in the region. After all, we can’t let 
the Iranians take advantage of the 
apocalyptic scenario the Bush and Blair 
have created.  This chain of events was 
so predictable that one couldn’t help but 
wonder, “Has this been the master plan 
all the time?” The steady drip drip de-
monisation of the Iranians is but one 
small factor in the preparation for this 
next phase.

I’m sure I’m not alone at being 
filled with dread at the thought of such a 
prospect.                                                           !
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All-Ireland Humanist Summer School

The Joy of Humanism

17th-19th August 2007

Carlingford, Co Louth

Organised by Humanist groups north and south
Speakers (including Glenn Patterson, Martin McLoone), 
good company, beautiful location
Fee: £30 

Book Now!
Contact Alan at 02890620427 (alan.watson34@btinternet.com)
or Brian at 02892677264 (brianmcclinton@btinternet.com)

Humanist Association of Northern Ireland

ÒTo get up each morning with the resolve to be happyÉis to set our own 
conditions to the events of each day. To do this is to condition circumstances 
instead of being conditioned by themÓ – Ralph Waldo Emerson 


